MONTE VISTA WATER DISTRICT
10575 Central Avenue, Montclair, California  (909) 624-0035
Teleconference: (773) 231-9226 Meeting ID 238-267-3925 Password 007304
Video: https://meetings.ringcentral.com/my/boardmeeting Password 007304

NOTICE AND AGENDA OF REGULAR BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 9, 2022  6:30 P.M.
Consistent with the provisions in Government Code section 54953(e)(2), the Board of Directors will
conduct this meeting by video and teleconference. Interested members of the public may participate in
the meeting to observe and/or provide public comment by using the access information listed above.

1. CALL TO ORDER/FLAG SALUTE
2. PUBLIC COMMENT/OPEN FORUM
Members of the public may address the Board of Directors on any item that is within the jurisdiction of the Board;
however, no action may be taken on any item not appearing on the agenda unless the action is otherwise authorized by
Subdivision (b) of Section 54954.2 of the California Government Code. Comments are limited to three (3) minutes per
speaker.

3. AGENDA CHANGES/ADDITIONS
In accordance with Section 54954.2 of the Government Code (the Brown Act), additions to the agenda require a two-thirds
vote of the legislative body, or if less than two-thirds of the members are present, a unanimous vote of those members
present. It shall be determined that there is a need to take immediate action and that the need for action came to the
attention of the local agency subsequent to the posting of the agenda.

4. CONSENT CALENDAR
NOTICE: All matters listed under the Consent Calendar are considered to be routine and non-controversial and will be
acted upon by the Board of Directors by one combined motion in the form listed below. There will be no separate
discussion on these items prior to the time the Board votes unless any Board member, staff person, or member of the
public requests specific items be discussed and/or removed from the Consent Calendar.

A. Meeting Minutes
Meeting Date: February 23, 2022
Recommendation: Approve as presented
B. Resolution 808-22: Re-Authorizing Remote Meetings
Recommendation: Adopt Resolution 808-22, re-authorizing remote teleconference meetings
pursuant to Brown Act provisions.
5. DISCUSSION AND/OR ACTION ITEMS
A. Groundwater Rights Management Strategy
Presenter: John Hughes, Water Operations Manager; Bill Schwartz, Director of Engineering,
Operations, & Maintenance
Recommendation: Receive and file an overview of Monte Vista Water District’s groundwater
rights management strategy.
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B. City of Chino Groundwater Rights Purchase
Presenter: Justin Scott-Coe, General Manager
Recommendation: Approve the purchase of 500 acre-feet of Chino Basin Groundwater production rights
from the City of Chino for the not-to-exceed amount of $319,600.

C. Utility Billing Arrearages Update
Presenter: Juan Ventura, Customer Service & Information Technology Manager
Recommendation: Receive and file an update on utility billing arrearages.
6. GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORT
7. INFORMATION ITEMS
8. BOARD COMMENTS (including reports on conferences/meetings attended at District expense)
9. CLOSED SESSION
A. Conference with Legal Counsel – Existing Litigation (GC §54956.9[d][1])
Case Number RCV 51010, CBMWD v. City of Chino et al.
10. ADJOURNMENT

DECLARATION OF POSTING
In accordance with the requirement of California Government Code §54954.2, this agenda has been posted in the display case
at the gated entrance to our main office at 10575 Central Avenue, Montclair, California not less than seventy-two (72) hours
prior to the meeting date and time above.
Written materials relating to open session agenda items, including those distributed to the majority of the Board of Directors
after distribution of this agenda package, are available for public inspection during normal business hours at the District’s
main office, located at 10575 Central Avenue, Montclair, California.
Pursuant to the Americans with Disabilities Act, persons with a disability who require a disability-related modification or
accommodation in order to participate in a meeting may request such modification or accommodation from the District’s
Board Secretary at (909) 624-0035 or by email at BoardSecretary@mvwd.org. Notification forty-eight (48) hours prior to the
meeting will enable District staff to make reasonable arrangements to assure accessibility to the meeting.

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
OF THE MONTE VISTA WATER DISTRICT
February 23, 2022
DIRECTORS PRESENT
Sandra Rose, President
G. Michael Milhiser, Vice President
Manny Martinez, Board Auditor
Philip Erwin, Director
Tony Lopez, Director
DIRECTORS ABSENT
None.
STAFF PRESENT
Justin Scott-Coe, General Manager
Andrew Gagen, Legal Counsel
Stephanie Reimer, Assistant General Manager/Chief Financial Officer
Betty Conti, Human Resources & Risk Manager
Kelley Donaldson, Community Affairs Manager
Leah Nazaroff, Accounting Manager
Hilton Saenz, Distribution & Facilities Manager
Juan Ventura, Customer Service & Information Technology Manager
OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE
Mark Panny, Carollo Engineers
ITEM 1: CALL TO ORDER/FLAG SALUTE
President Rose called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
Director Erwin led those assembled in the Flag Salute.
ROLL CALL
Mr. Gagen stated that the Board of Directors (Board) meeting of the Monte Vista Water District
(District) will be conducted consistent with the provisions in Government Code section 54953(e), as
recently amended by Assembly Bill 361, and pursuant to District Resolution. Each director confirmed
their attendance and ability to hear the proceedings. Other attendees confirmed they could hear each
director. The directors and staff were reminded that any votes taken during the portion of the meeting
when Board members or the public are participating remotely must be taken by roll call vote. President
Rose provided brief instructions on appropriate conduct during the meeting.
ITEM 2: PUBLIC COMMENT/OPEN FORUM
None.
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ITEM 3: AGENDA CHANGES/ADDITIONS
None. Mr. Scott-Coe noted that Closed Session Item 9B is now existing litigation and will be listed as
such in the minutes and on any future agendas.
ITEM 4: CONSENT CALENDAR
Upon motion by Vice President Milhiser, seconded by Director Erwin, and unanimously carried:
M22-02-04
MOVED: Approve the Consent Calendar, as by roll call vote:
A. Meeting minutes of February 9, 2022.
B. Quarterly Financial Reporting – Second Quarter of Fiscal Year Ending 2022
President Rose
Vice President Milhiser
Board Auditor Martinez
Director Erwin
Director Lopez

aye
aye
aye
aye
aye

ITEM 5: DISCUSSION AND/OR ACTION ITEMS
A. Resolution 807-22: Connection Fees and Charges
Ms. Reimer introduced Mark Panny of Carollo Engineers, who provided a brief presentation in support
of staff’s recommendation.
President Rose asked staff to confirm that the connection fees will be for new and not existing meters.
Ms. Reimer confirmed.
Vice President Milhiser requested clarification that the proposed fees considered projected new
development. Ms. Reimer confirmed that this is the case, and that projected fees from development are
included in each annual budget.
Board Auditor Martinez expressed appreciation for the in-depth analysis and comparison to neighboring
agencies, which shows that the District is not discouraging development due to the proposed fees.
Mr. Scott-Coe thanked Ms. Reimer and Mr. Panny for their excellent work in developing the proposed
fees.
Ms. Reimer stated that the new connection fee study aligns with the methodology used in developing
other District rates for improved consistency and transparency. Additionally, the District shared the
proposed fees and fee study with the Baldy View Chapter of the Building Industry Association of
Southern California and the City of Montclair, and received no feedback. Finally, she thanked Mr.
Panny for his work on this project, as well as Bill Schwartz, the director of engineering, operations, &
maintenance, and John Hughes, the water operations manager, for providing needed data and input.
Upon motion by Director Erwin, seconded by Vice President Milhiser, and unanimously carried:
M22-02-05
MOVED: Adopt Resolution 807-22 establishing water system connection fees and charges for
installation of meters, services, and design review, as by roll call vote:
President Rose
Vice President Milhiser
Board Auditor Martinez
Director Erwin
Director Lopez
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B. Fiscal Year Ending 2022 Budget Mid-Year Review
Ms. Nazaroff provided a brief presentation on the Fiscal Year Ending 2022 Budget Mid-Year Review.
Vice President Milhiser reviewed with staff the information presented about the District’s debt service.
President Rose asked for clarification about planned capital expenditures for the remainder of the fiscal
year. Ms. Nazaroff outlined the expected expenditures. Ms. Reimer described how the Board-adopted
budget-based tiered rate structure provides the District with revenue resiliency.
The Fiscal Year Ending 2022 Budget Mid-Year Review was received and filed.
ITEM 6: GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORT
In addition to his written report, Mr. Scott-Coe briefed the Board on issues and activities of the past two
weeks. Topics covered include the COVID-19 public health emergency, the statewide drought
emergency, City of Chino’s State of the City event, the new California Low Income Household Water
Assistance Program, cybersecurity threats, the unveiling of the District’s first bottle filling station at
Monte Vista Elementary School, and participation in the Special District Coaching Program.
ITEM 7: INFORMATION ITEMS
Information items were included in the agenda packet.
ITEM 8: BOARD COMMENTS (including reports on conferences/meetings attended at District expense)
Multiple directors expressed appreciation for the City of Chino’s State of the City event and
complimented the venue, turnout, report on the City’s activities, and opportunity to see people.
Board Auditor Martinez commented on the endemic phase of COVID-19.
Vice President Milhiser thanked staff and President Rose for accompanying him in his attendance at the
Special Districts Leadership Academy seminar and invited his fellow directors to attend the next
sessions in March.
Director Lopez complimented staff on the bottle filling station unveiling event and commented on the
affordability of tap water compared to bottled water.
ITEM 9: CLOSED SESSION
President Rose recessed the meeting to closed session at 7:35 p.m. to discuss:
A. Conference with Legal Counsel – Existing Litigation (GC §54956.9[d][1])
Case Number RCV 51010: CBMWD v. City of Chino et al.
B. Conference with Legal Counsel – Anticipated Litigation (GC §54956.9[d][1])
City of Montclair v. Monte Vista Water District (Superior Court of California, County of San
Bernardino)
President Rose reconvened the meeting into open session at 7:50 p.m. and stated that no reportable
action was taken.
ITEM 10: ADJOURNMENT
Upon motion by Director Erwin, seconded by Director Lopez, and unanimously carried:
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M22-02-06
MOVED: Approve to adjourn the meeting, as by roll call vote:
President Rose
Vice President Milhiser
Board Auditor Martinez
Director Erwin
Director Lopez

aye
aye
aye
aye
aye

There being no further business, President Rose adjourned the meeting at 7:51 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Justin M. Scott-Coe
General Manager/Secretary
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March 9, 2022
Honorable Board of Directors
Monte Vista Water District
SUBJECT: Resolution 808-22: Re-Authorizing Remote Meetings
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
It is recommended that the Board of Directors adopt Resolution 808-22 re-authorizing remote
teleconference meetings pursuant to Brown Act provisions.
COMMITTEE ACTION:
This item was not referred to committee due to the emergency nature of this matter.
PRIOR BOARD ACTION:
On February 9, 2022, the Board of Directors adopted Resolution 806-22 re-authorizing remote
teleconference meetings pursuant to Brown Act provisions.
FINANCIAL IMPACT:
None.
CONSISTENCY WITH STRATEGIC PLAN GOALS/INITIATIVES:
Strategic Goal 1: Continually strive to provide high quality customer service.
Initiative 1.2: Expand the use of technology to enhance customer service.

Resolution 808-22: Re-Authorizing Remote Meetings

BACKGROUND
The global community is responding to the spread of a respiratory illness caused by a novel coronavirus
first identified in Wuhan, Hubei Province, China, on December 31, 2019. On January 30, 2020, the
United Nations World Health Organization (WHO) declared the outbreak a Public Health Emergency of
International Concern, and on February 11, 2020 WHO announced an official name for the new disease:
“COVID-19” (short for “Coronavirus Disease 2019”). On March 11, 2020, WHO first described
COVID-19 as a “pandemic,” or a disease that has spread worldwide.
On March 4, 2020, Governor Newsom proclaimed a State of Emergency to exist in California as a result
of the threat of COVID-19. The Governor’s Office and California Department of Public Health have
issued a number of executive orders and public health guidance in response to COVID-19, including the
modification of Brown Act requirements to allow local governments to hold public meetings remotely
by way of teleconference or other electronic means. Monte Vista Water District’s (District) Board of
Directors (Board) has held its meetings remotely or with remote access since March 25, 2020.
On September 17, 2021, Governor Newsom signed Assembly Bill (AB) 361, which allows public
agencies to meet remotely as they did under Governor’s Executive Orders related to COVID-19. AB 361
requires public agencies to review conditions every thirty (30) days and, if conditions warrant, to take
additional action to continue the implementation of AB 361. On February 9, 2022, the Board adopted
Resolution 806-22 re-authorizing remote teleconference meetings pursuant to Brown Act provisions.
Pursuant to AB 361, all resolutions, including Resolution 806-22, are valid for only 30 days after its
adoption so Resolution 806-22 will expire on March 11, 2022.
DISCUSSION
The Governor’s State of Emergency proclamation remains in effect, and the California Department of
Public Health continues to recommend preventative measures while in indoor public settings. As of
March 2, 2022, COVID-19 community transmission levels in San Bernardino County are “Medium,” as
measured by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
Tonight, staff recommends that the Board adopt Resolution 808-22, allowing the Board to continue to
provide remote access to public meetings of its legislative bodies, in accordance with AB 361. The
intent of Resolution 808-22 is to continue to provide remote access to public meetings of its legislative
bodies by re-authorizing Resolution 806-22 adopted during the last scheduled meeting of the Board
since Resolution 806-22 was valid for 30 days and will expire on March 11, 2022.
Respectfully submitted,

Justin M. Scott-Coe
General Manager
Attachment
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RESOLUTION 808-22
RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
OF THE MONTE VISTA WATER DISTRICT,
COUNTY OF SAN BERNARDINO, STATE OF CALIFORNIA,
RE-AUTHORIZING REMOTE TELECONFERENCE MEETINGS
PURSUANT TO BROWN ACT PROVISIONS
WHEREAS, the Monte Vista Water District (“District”) is committed to preserving and
nurturing public access and participation in meetings of the Board of Directors (“Board”); and
WHEREAS, all meetings of the District’s Board are open and public, as required by the Ralph
M. Brown Act (California Government Code sections 54950-54963), so that any member of the public
may attend, participate, and watch the District’s Board conduct its business; and
WHEREAS, California Government Code section 54953(e) authorizes remote teleconferencing
participation in meetings by members of a legislative body without compliance with the requirements of
California Government Code section 54953(b)(3), subject to certain conditions; and
WHEREAS, a required condition is that a state of emergency is declared by the Governor
pursuant to California Government Code section 8625, proclaiming the existence of conditions of
disaster or of extreme peril to the safety of persons and property within the state caused by conditions as
described in California Government Code section 8558; and
WHEREAS, it is further required either that (a) state or local officials have imposed or
recommended measures to promote social distancing, or (b) the District’s Board meeting in-person
would present imminent risks to the health and safety of attendees; and
WHEREAS, on September 22, 2021, the Board of Directors adopted Resolution 796-22, and
such resolutions are valid for 30 days, finding that the requisite conditions exist for the legislative bodies
of the District to conduct remote teleconference meetings without compliance with paragraph (3) of
subdivision (b) of section 54953; and
WHEREAS, as a condition of extending the use of the provisions found in section 54953(e), the
Board of Directors must reconsider the circumstances of the state of emergency that exists in the
District, and the Board of Directors has done so; and
WHEREAS, on March 4, 2020, the Governor proclaimed a State of Emergency to exist in
California as a result of the threat of COVID-19; and
WHEREAS, as of March 2, 2022, the COVID-19 community level in San Bernardino County is
“Medium,” as measured by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention; and
WHEREAS, the California Department of Public Health continues to recommend preventative
measures while in indoor public settings; and

Resolution 808-22

WHEREAS, the District Board hereby finds that the Board shall conduct its meetings without
compliance with California Government Code section 54953(b)(3), as authorized by section 54953(e),
and that the Board shall comply with the requirements to provide the public with access to the meetings
as prescribed in section 54953(e)(2); and
WHEREAS, the District has made provisions to ensure safe remote and in-person access to its
Board meetings, including telephone and internet access, social distancing, and use of facial coverings;
and
WHEREAS, the intent of this Resolution is to continue to provide remote access to public
meetings of the District Board by re-authorizing Resolution 806-22 adopted during the scheduled
meeting of the Board on February 9, 2022, since Resolution 806-22 was valid for 30 days and expires on
March 11, 2022.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Directors of the Monte Vista
Water District as follows:
Section 1. Recitals. The Recitals set forth above are true and correct.
Section 2. Remote Teleconference Meetings. The general manager and District Board are hereby
re-authorized and directed to take all actions necessary to carry out the intent and purpose of this
Resolution, including continuing to conduct open and public meetings in accordance with California
Government Code section 54953(e) and other applicable provisions of the Brown Act.
Section 3. Effective Date of Resolution. This Resolution shall take effect immediately upon its
adoption and shall be effective until the earlier of (a) April 8, 2022; or (b) such time the District Board
adopts a subsequent resolution under California Government Code section 54953(e)(3) to re-authorize
and extend the time during which the District Board may continue to teleconference without compliance
with section 54953(b)(3).
APPROVED AND ADOPTED this 9th day of March 2022.

______________________________
Sandra S. Rose
President of the Board of Directors
MONTE VISTA WATER DISTRICT
ATTEST:

______________________________
Justin M. Scott-Coe
Secretary to the Board of Directors
MONTE VISTA WATER DISTRICT
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March 9, 2022
Honorable Board of Directors
Monte Vista Water District
SUBJECT: Groundwater Rights Management Strategy
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
It is recommended that the Board of Directors review and discuss Monte Vista Water District’s
groundwater rights management strategy.
COMMITTEE ACTION:
This item was not referred to committee as it is an informational item.
PRIOR BOARD ACTION:
None.
FINANCIAL IMPACT:
There is no direct impact on the Fiscal Year Ending 2022 Budget as a result of this item.
CONSISTENCY WITH STRATEGIC PLAN GOALS/INITIATIVES:
Strategic Goal 2: Improve quality and reliability of water supply through local development and regional
collaboration.

Groundwater Rights Management Strategy

DISCUSSION
In 2012, staff developed a long-range groundwater rights management strategy. The strategy determined
that by increasing the amount of water held in storage, both Monte Vista Water District (District) and
the Monte Vista Irrigation Company (Company) would gain flexibility in addressing the following
conditions:
1. Elimination of replenishment supplies from Metropolitan Water District of Southern California.
2. Reduction in imported water supply available due to drought, system failures, environmental
issues, or other factors.
3. Meeting Chino Basin desalter replenishment obligations (DRO) shared, by agreement, among all
Appropriative Pool parties for water produced by the Chino Desalter Authority (CDA). Stored
water can be used to meet both the District and the Company’s obligation
4. Enhancement of balance sheet and reduction in annual operating costs by pumping stored water.
5. Appreciation of an asset (i.e., stored water) increasing at a significantly higher rate of return than
cash reserves.
In order to gaining flexibility to address the above conditions, the District considers what level of
groundwater rights to hold in storage at any given time, taking into account annual pumping rights and
water held in storage by both the District and the Company.
Annual Production Rights and Water in Storage
The annual District and Company production rights for Fiscal Year Ending (FYE) 2022 are as follows:
Production Right Type in Acre-Feet (AF)
Carryover
Operating Safe Yield
Ag Pool Reallocation
Water Transaction
TOTAL in FYE 2021 Annual Production Rights

District
3,222.3
3,592.2
2,709.4
500
10,023.9

Company
503.9
503.9
365.2
0
1,373.0

Combined
3,726.2
4,096.1
3,074.6
500
11,396.9

The water held in storage by the District and the Company at the beginning of this fiscal year is as
follows:
Category in AF
Excess Carryover
Local Supplemental Storage
TOTAL

District
5,263.8
3,374.2
8,638
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Company
10,862.5
5,446.2
16,308.7

Combined
16,126.3
8,820.4
24,946.7

Groundwater Rights Management Strategy

Level of Water Storage in Year 2030
In addition to production rights and water in storage, there are several other factors that will influence
the combined level of groundwater held in storage in the future by the District and the Company. These
other factors include (and are not limited to): DRO, future safe yield resets, availability of unpumped
agricultural rights, increases in stormwater and recycled water activities, physical production by District
groundwater facilities, aquifer storage and recovery activity by the District, implementation of new
District groundwater treatment plants, water rights leased or leased out by the District or the Company,
and actual CDA production.
As of July 1, 2021, the combined District and Company water in storage was 24,946.7AF (second table
above). Staff’s best projection is that District and Company water in storage at the end of FYE 2030 will
be approximately 19,000 AF. One of the factors in this estimate is that the District can lease 500 AF of
water rights annually, which is an expenditure that is accounted for in the FYE 2022 adopted budget.
In recent years, the combined usage of pumping rights by the District and the Company has been about
6,500 AF per year. Staff has considered it prudent to hold three years of pumping rights (19,500 AF,
which is 20,000 AF when rounded-up). Therefore, the projected future 2030 water held in storage level,
19,000 AF, is slightly below the stated 20,000 AF.
Respectfully submitted,

John Hughes
Water Operations Manager

A. William Schwartz
Director of Engineering, Operations
& Maintenance

Stephanie A. Reimer
Assistant General Manager/
Chief Financial Officer

Justin M. Scott-Coe
General Manager
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March 9, 2022
Honorable Board of Directors
Monte Vista Water District
SUBJECT: City of Chino Stored Groundwater Purchase
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
It is recommended that the Board of Directors approve the purchase of 500 acre-feet of stored
groundwater from the City of Chino for the not-to-exceed amount of $319,600.
COMMITTEE ACTION:
This item was not referred to committee.
PRIOR BOARD ACTION:
None.
FINANCIAL IMPACT:
The Fiscal Year Ending 2022 Amended Budget provides funding for this activity under Account
Number 513.100 – Replenishment Supply. The total line-item budget amount is $646,680. Year-to-date
expenditures total $108,422.
CONSISTENCY WITH STRATEGIC PLAN GOALS/INITIATIVES:
Strategic Goal 2: Improve quality and reliability of water supply through local development and regional
collaboration.
Initiative 2.1: Develop additional cost-effective water supplies through local and regional
partnerships.

City of Chino Stored Groundwater Purchase

BACKGROUND
Monte Vista Water District (District) has budgeted to purchase up to 500 acre-feet (AF) of groundwater
production rights per year to offset its share of desalter replenishment obligation under the Chino Basin
Peace Agreement and subsequent court-approved management agreements.
DISCUSSION
Staff recommends that the Board of Directors approve the purchase of 500 AF of stored groundwater
from the City of Chino (City). City staff have expressed a willingness to sell this quantity of
groundwater to the District from the City’s Excess Carryover Local Storage Account at a price of
$639.20 per AF. This transfer of stored groundwater to the District is subject to the approval of the City
of Chino City Council and by the Chino Basin Watermaster Board.
The City’s quoted groundwater purchase price equates to 80% of the current rate for untreated imported
water from Metropolitan Water District of Southern California. Staff believes that this price is
competitive compared to the current marketplace for stored groundwater in the Chino Basin. For
example, the Chino Basin Watermaster Overlying (Non-Agricultural) Pool recently offered to sell 800
AF of stored groundwater at a price of $715 per AF.
Purchasing stored groundwater from the City’s Excess Carryover Local Storage Account does carry
some risk, as past transactions involving Excess Carryover water have been the subject of a contest filed
by the Chino Basin Watermaster Agricultural Pool. Staff has assessed this risk and determined that it is
minimal.
Respectfully submitted,

John Hughes
Water Operations Manager

A. William Schwartz
Director of Engineering, Operations
& Maintenance

Stephanie A. Reimer
Assistant General Manager/
Chief Financial Officer

Justin M. Scott-Coe
General Manager
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March 9, 2022
Honorable Board of Directors
Monte Vista Water District
SUBJECT: Utility Billing Arrearages Update
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
It is recommended that the Board of Directors receive and file an update on utility billing arrearages.
COMMITTEE ACTION:
This item was not referred to committee as it is an informational item.
PRIOR BOARD ACTION:
On July 28, 2021, the Board of Directors approved the temporary modification to the Lifeline Assistance
Program for Fiscal Year Ending 2022 and the COVID-19 Customer Assistance Outreach program.
FINANCIAL IMPACT:
None.
CONSISTENCY WITH STRATEGIC PLAN GOALS/INITIATIVES:
Strategic Goal 1: Continually strive to provide high quality customer service.
Initiative 1.4: Maximize efforts to help families that need financial assistance.

Utility Billing Arrearages Update

BACKGROUND
On April 2, 2020, Governor Newsom signed Executive Order N-42-20 restricting water shutoffs to
homes and small businesses while the state responded to the COVID-19 pandemic. On June 11, 2021,
Governor Newsom signed Executive Order N-08-21 establishing an expiration of the shutoff
moratorium on September 30, 2021. The expiration was further extended until December 31, 2021 by
California Senate Bill 155. The Monte Vista Water District (District) proactively paused assessing late
fees from March 17, 2020, to November 1, 2020 and complied with the shutoff moratorium.
During that period the district saw customers’ past due balances steadily increase; with cumulative
arrearages over $150,000. In addition, the district did not bill over $175,000 in miscellaneous fees
related to past due balances, payment extensions, or reconnections.
DISCUSSION
Tonight, staff will present the actions taken through a collaborative effort between the District’s
Finance, Community Affairs, and Customer Service departments in addressing the increase in utility
billing arrearages. Staff will also discuss ongoing efforts to connect District customers with state bill
payment assistance programs and to develop new District customer assistance programs.
Respectfully submitted,

Juan Ventura, Jr.
Customer Service &
Information Technology Manager

Stephanie A. Reimer
Assistant General Manager/
Chief Financial Officer

Justin M. Scott-Coe
General Manager
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General Manager’s Report
Meetings:
February 24: Three Valleys Municipal Water District Leadership Breakfast
February 24: Chino Basin Watermaster Appropriative Pool Committee – Special Meeting
February 24: Chino Basin Watermaster Board
February 28: Inland Empire Utilities Agency General Managers Meeting
March 1: Ron Craig, City of Chino Hills – Water Supply Agreement Amendment Status
March 2: Mark Kinsey – Chino Basin
March 2: Inland Empire Utilities Agency Board Workshop
March 2: Elizabeth Hurst and Liza Muñoz, Inland Empire Utilities Agency and Christopher Quach, City of
Ontario – Chino Basin Program Coordination
March 3: Bottle Filling/Drinking Fountain Unveiling Event at Howard Elementary
March 4: Scott Burton, City of Ontario and MVWD Board Auditor Martinez – Chino Basin Watermaster
Board Coordination
March 4: Eric Storrie, City of Oxnard – Special District Leadership Foundation Coaching Program
March 7: Scott Burton, City of Ontario and David Crosley, City of Chino – Interconnection Conversation
March 7: Jose Martinez, Valley County Water District
March 8: City of Chino Hills – Well 34 Update
March 9: Erik Pfahler, Borstein Enterprises and Bob Bowcock, Integrated Resource Management – Sewer
Service

Events:
March 10, 2022 – Montclair Chamber of Commerce Networking Breakfast, 8:30 – 9:30 a.m., Brandon’s
Diner (370 N. Mountain Ave., Upland)
March 10, 2022 – Virtual Workshop: ACWA’s Legislative Symposium, 9:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m., online
March 12, 2022 – In-Person workshop hosted by MVWD & CBWCD: “Ready for Drought: Simple Ways
to Save Water Inside & Outside Your Home,” 9:00 – 11:00 a.m., Waterwise Community Center (4594 San
Bernardino St., Montclair)
March 12, 2022 – Waterwise Community Center Open House, 3:00 – 5:00 p.m., Waterwise Community
Center (4594 San Bernardino St., Montclair)
April 3-6, 2022 – Special District Leadership Academy Conference, San Diego
April 18 & 19, 2022 – Virtual Workshop: “SDLA Module #3: Board’s Role in Finance and Fiscal
Accountability,” 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. each day, online
May 3-6, 2022 – Association of California Water Agencies’ 2022 Spring Conference and Exhibition,
Sacramento
May 4 & 5, 2022 – Virtual Workshop: “SDLA Module #4: Board’s Role in Human Resources,” 9:00 a.m. –
12:00 p.m. each day, online
August 22-25, 2022 – California Special Districts Association’s 2022 Annual Conference and Exhibitor
Showcase, Palm Springs

Capital Projects:
Bandera-San Bernardino Street Pipeline Replacement Project: Staff received permit conditions from
the City of Montclair regarding pavement restoration and are reviewing. Dominguez General Engineering,
March 9, 2022

Inc. received notice of award on January 27, 2022. The District is currently waiting on the insurance
information to proceed with a project kick-off meeting.
I-10 Freeway Widening Project: The construction duration was expected to be two years; however, the
construction of District facilities is delayed and is now estimated to be complete by April 2022.
Plant 30 Wellhead Treatment Project: Staff expected to have Plant 30 operational by November 15 but
due to issues in procuring equipment the schedule has been pushed back to May, assuming the equipment
passes the 30-day performance testing in the first test. Staff met with Division of Drinking Water on
February 2 to discuss the monthly treatment report. Staff anticipate receiving the final permit amendment
by mid-March.
Reservoir 4 Recoating Project: The project is 95% complete with one item on backorder that is
scheduled to be delivered the week of March 6. Reservoir 4 is scheduled to be back in service by March
21.
Reservoir 16 Rehabilitation Project: Reservoir 16 Project will not be able to move forward until the
State Street Pipeline and PRV Station are completed in 2022.
State Street Pipeline Replacement Project: Staff has returned 60% reviewed plans to JIG consultants.
Currently, the consultant estimates they can supply 90% plans by March 24. Staff expects to have a
complete package which will be sent out to bid by mid-April.
Well 19 Sand Intrusion Investigation/Pump Repair: The variable frequency drive motor installation
was completed on February 25. The well pump delivery and installation are scheduled to be completed by
March 31. Staff has ordered the plant pipe material and will start the installation when it is received.
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TIMELINE
10/19/21 - Governor issues Drought

• Outdoor watering only allowed on Tuesdays,

Emergency Proclamation for CA

Thursdays, & Saturdays between 8 p.m. and 8
a.m. (with exceptions such as hand-watering)

12/1/21 - DWR announces initial State
Water Project allocation of 0%

• No excess runoff from outdoor watering

• No hosing down driveways, sidewalks,
buildings, or parking lots

Social Media Campaign:

Planning for Drought

Water Watch Wednesdays

Workshop on 3/12

(drought updates, tips, etc.)

12/8/21 - IEUA declares Water Shortage
Warning

12/15/21- MVWD declares Significant
• No washing vehicles without a shut-off nozzle

Water Supply Shortage
• No using water in fountains or other water

1/4/22 - State Water Board adopts

features without recirculation

Emergency Regulations on water use
restrictions

• No watering during rain and 24 hours following

2 Water Waste Reports
• Fix leaks within seven (7) days of discovery

received in this reporting period

1/20/22 - DWR announces State Water
Project allocation will be 15%

Statewide Snowpack Falls Well Below Average Following
Consecutive Dry Months
Published: Mar 01, 2022, Department of Water Resources

Image of the March 1, 2022 snow survey at Phillips Station.

SACRAMENTO, Calif. – The Department of Water Resources (DWR) today conducted the third snow
survey of the season at Phillips Station. Following a January and February that will enter records as the
driest documented in state history, the manual survey recorded 35 inches of snow depth and a snow
water equivalent of 16 inches, which is 68 percent of average for this location for March. The snow
water equivalent measures the amount of water contained in the snowpack and is a key component of
DWR’s water supply forecast. Statewide, the snowpack is 63 percent of average for this date.
“With only one month left in California’s wet season and no major storms in the forecast, Californians
should plan for a third year of drought conditions,” said DWR Director Karla Nemeth. “A significantly
below-average snowpack combined with already low reservoir levels make it critical that all Californians
step up and conserve water every day to help the state meet the challenges of severe drought.”
Although early season storms helped alleviate some drought impacts, a lack of storms in January and
February heightens the need for conservation. The Governor has asked all Californians to cut back water
use at least 15 percent compared to 2020 levels. Regionally, the Northern, Central, and Southern Sierra
snowpacks are all standing just above 59 percent to 66 percent of average for this date, impacting
watersheds across the state.

DWR has increased its efforts to improve climate and runoff forecasting by strengthening its
collaborations with partner agencies investing in proven technologies to improve data collection and
hydrologic modeling. This includes efforts at the Central Sierra Snow Lab where DWR and its partners
regularly test new equipment and sensors to maximize performance when measuring the state’s
snowpack. Forecast improvements and monitoring enhancements increase the reliability of data used to
inform water managers about flood risks, allowing opportunities to create more storage in reservoirs
ahead of big storms while also ensuring water supply reliability in periods of dry or drought conditions.
“As the world continues to warm, precipitation is pushing toward extremes. Even when we see large
storms producing a lot of snow early in the season, all it takes is a few dry weeks to put us below
average,” said Jeremy Hill, Manager of DWR’s Hydrology and Flood Operations Branch. “This new
pattern challenges forecasting efforts that have relied on historical patterns, so DWR has led the charge
to adopt new technologies and utilize the best available science to manage water in real time and use
forecasts that give us time to make decisions to get the most benefits and minimize the hazards.”
Current water conditions are now available in real time at California Water Watch, a new website
launched by DWR. This website will help Californians see their local hydrological conditions, forecasts,
and water conditions down to their address or their local watershed. The site presents data from a
variety of sources and allows the public to obtain a quick snapshot of local and statewide water
conditions.
“With below average precipitation and snowpack up until this point, our latest statewide snowmelt
forecasts are only 66 percent of average,” said Sean de Guzman, Manager of DWR’s Snow Surveys and
Water Supply Forecasting Unit. “That is not enough to fill up our reservoirs. Without any significant
storms on the horizon, it’s safe to say we’ll end this year dry and extend this drought a third year.”

Snow falling: As climate warms,
overhauling California water projections
gains urgency
BY RACHEL BECKERFEBRUARY 23, 2022

Andy Reising and Anthony Burdock, engineers in the state's Snow Surveys and Water Supply Forecasting Unit, and
Sean de Guzman, right, the unit's manager, begin the measurement phase of the second snow survey of the 2022
season at Phillips Station in the Sierra Nevada on Feb. 1, 2022. Kenneth James/California Department of Water
Resources

IN SUMMARY
The Sierra Nevada hasn’t provided nearly as much water as predicted. Now the state is struggling to
overhaul its snow runoff forecasts.
Packed onto the slopes of the Sierra Nevada is a precious source of water for California — a frozen
reservoir that climate change is already transforming.
As the planet warms, the spring snowpack is dwindling. The snow is creeping up mountainsides to
higher elevations, melting earlier in the year and seeping into dry soils rather than washing into rivers
and streams that feed reservoirs.
The risks are no longer futuristic or theoretical: The state’s projections for how much water to expect
from the Sierra Nevada were so far from reality last spring that reforming the process has become
increasingly urgent.

The calculation for the Sacramento River region was off by 68%, leaving the state’s reservoirs with far
less water supply than expected.
“If you’ve changed the climate and then you try to use statistics — which relies on what happened in the
past — to predict the future, you’re already running into an issue,” David Rizzardo, manager of the
California Department of Water Resources’ hydrology section, told CalMatters.
State officials are altering their forecasts to take into account the myriad ways climate change is
reshaping California, from warming temperatures to soil dryness. The stakes are huge: The Sierra
Nevada snowpack provides about a third of California’s water supply.
Some California water watchers wonder: What’s taken so long?
“We’re way past the time when we could ignore climate change,” said Peter Gleick, a climate and water
scientist who co-founded the Pacific Institute, a global water think-tank. “The water agencies really need
to get on the ball here. Can you tell I’m a little frustrated?”
The process is complex, requiring a massive expansion of data collection from the state’s snowpack and
watersheds, and an overhaul to the forecast calculations.
“We’ve been forecasting since 1930. This is a complete overhaul,” said Sean de Guzman, manager of the
state’s Department of Water Resources’ snow surveys and water supply forecasting section.
Snowpack: How it’s measured and why it matters
When the weather warms and the rain stops, melting snow courses into waterways, then into
reservoirs, faucets and sprinklers — supplying California’s homes, farms and wildlife right when they
need it most.
To keep close tabs on this precious resource, engineers like de Guzman plunge tubes into the snow to
gauge its depth and water content, blanket remote mountains with sensors and weather stations and
scan the snow cover from planes flying over watersheds.
De Guzman’s team plugs the snow measurements, along with information about rain and streamflow,
into their calculations to forecast how much snow is expected to melt and run off into rivers and
reservoirs. The federal California Nevada River Forecast Center calculates its own forecasts in parallel,
he said.
The results are critical for managing California’s precarious water supply year-round.
Reservoir managers use them to determine when to hold on to water and when to let it flow.
Operators of state and federal water supplies rely on them to determine how much water to send to the
cities, growers and water suppliers dependent on water pumped south through the Delta to hundreds of
miles of canals, tunnels and pipelines.
Weekly forecasts from February through mid-June help the powerful Westlands Water District, the
largest agricultural water agency in the nation, game out the year ahead — planning how much
supplemental water to buy and how much to charge growers.

“Those forecasts drive all the finances in our estimates, when we set rates at the beginning of the year,”
said Jose Gutierrez, Westlands’ chief operating officer.

A view of the Sierra Nevada from the Eastern Sierra’s Zurich Station in Big Pine on March 2, 2021. Photo via iStock/Getty Images

Flood control, power generation and maintaining water quality for people, ecosystems and threatened
and endangered species all rely on the runoff forecasts. Even outdoor enthusiasts benefit from the
snowmelt predictions. “We get a lot of calls saying, ‘Hey, you guys must know when the waterfalls in
Yosemite are going to be going,’” Rizzardo said.
The problem? The forecasts haven’t yet factored in how climate change has altered snowmelt.
“Climate change,” Rizzardo said, “has thrown a monkey wrench at all this.”
Climate change upends calculations
As climate change drives temperatures ever hotter, the snowpack is retreating up mountain sides to
higher altitudes and melting earlier in the season. And the wet season is contracting into a shorter,
sharper period of storms.
The future, said state climatologist Michael Anderson, will continue to bring more rain and less snow
and shift the surviving snowpack from the north’s lower peaks to the central and southern Sierra’s
higher elevations. The shift will mean having to change water infrastructure to manage snowmelt
storage and increased flood risks from rain mixing with snow.

“If you think of Lake Tahoe, we’ll get to a future where at lake level there won’t be any snow but in
perhaps the mountains, there still will be snow,” Anderson said. “And then we watch it start to move
upslope.”
Scientists predict that in the next 35 to 60 years, if carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases continue
unchecked, the West’s snowpack could shrink even more substantially and even disappear for a decade
or more at a time.
California already has seen a preview of this future, said Andrew Jones, a research scientist at Lawrence
Berkeley National Laboratory and professor at the University of California, Berkeley.
In April 2015, former Gov. Jerry Brown watched as state staff measured a snowpack that didn’t exist —
right when it should have been at its peak. It was the height of the last drought, which stretched
from 2012 through 2016, and Brown stood in a field patched with dry grass. Behind him rose the bare
slopes of what should have been snow-capped peaks.

Frank Gehrke of the Department of Water Resources shows then-Gov. Jerry Brown how snow is measured at Phillips Station on
April 1, 2015. Florence Low / California Department of Water Resources

“To know that this change is happening, and yet we’re all just living our lives and turning on the tap and
using water as we always have done…it gives me a sense of appreciation for the fragility of the system
that we have,” Jones said.
Though drought grips California once again, the snowpack wasn’t as scarce last year as it was in 2015. It
was calculated at about 59% of normal in April 2021. But it took only one month for that snowpack to

dwindle to 22% of normal in May. And, worse still, the rapidly melting snow didn’t refill rivers and
reservoirs as expected.
Instead, it soaked into thirsty soils or disappeared into the air. By May, the runoff forecast for the
Sacramento Valley had dropped by about 700,000 acre feet — enough water to supply 2.1 million
Southern California households. All told, the forecasts overestimated runoff by 68% for the Sacramento
River region and by 45% or more for major watersheds farther south, according to a state report.
“That was basically something we had never seen before. We have these various relationships that tell
us if we have this much snow, you can expect this much water,” de Guzman said. “And that basically fell
apart in 2021.”
Gleick said the overestimate had massive ramifications for the environment and the year ahead. For
instance, when there was less water than projected, operators of the state and federal water
projects petitioned regulators to relax requirements aimed at preventing saltwater from tainting key
Delta water supplies in order to preserve more water in storage.
The shortfall was no surprise to Gleick, whose own research in the 1980s warned that climate change
would shrink the snowpack.
“I would have suggested fixing the algorithms by the year 1990. But that didn’t happen,” he said. “So the
best time to do it is right now.”
Turning up the forecasts
Revamping runoff forecasts will require collecting better data about the dwindling snowpack and
creating more comprehensive models that better capture the changing conditions.
“It’s an understandable concern, (but) it isn’t easy science,” Rizzardo said.
“What last year did was say, ‘Okay, we just need to kick all this into high gear, and figure out a way to
get it done.’”

Reising and de Guzman measure the snowpack on Feb. 1, 2022. Kelly M. Grow/California Department of Water Resources

Better data is already in the works. Ten years ago, the Department of Water Resources teamed up
with NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory to conduct detailed surveys of snow cover from airplanes
equipped with a remote sensing device called lidar and other instruments.
So far, the surveys have been limited to five of the state’s watersheds. Though the partnership with
NASA has ended, the list will almost double this year with the addition of the Feather, Yuba, Truckee and
Carson rivers.
These measurements will be critical for feeding new, data-hungry models informed by climate factors
and incorporating more information about the watersheds themselves, such as vegetation, temperature
and soil moisture.
New technology, including sensors that quickly assess the snowpack’s temperature and how much water
it contains, are now being test-driven by the University of California, Berkeley’s Central Sierra Snow
Lab and state officials.
The question is whether the scientists will have to start from scratch and build a new model “or are
there ways that we can tweak the existing models to really make them more accurate again?”
said Andrew Schwartz, the snow lab’s lead scientist and station manager.
“The old models that have been developed for this runoff no longer really apply to today’s climate,
because the climate has changed already,” he said.

As part of a pilot project this year, one possible new model will include data from the airborne snow
surveys of the Feather River and San Joaquin watersheds, and spit out forecasts that the scientists will
compare to their current approach.
They already tried using machine-learning techniques to weigh factors like atmospheric dryness, soil
moisture and temperature, but the multi-year effort yielded only slight improvements, de Guzman said.
This year, the team is working on what he calls a major tuneup, incorporating more recent rain, snow
and runoff data that better captures the relationships under climate change.
“By changing a lot of the datasets that we’re feeding into the models, that will hopefully help give us a
better picture of what we’re now seeing,” he said.
Despite the challenge of forecasting the future, some state officials don’t expect as significant a gap
between expectation and reality this year. Although dry conditions persist now, storms late last year
built up the snowpack and soaked the earth, priming conditions for more snowmelt to reach reservoirs.
Rizzardo, though, is less optimistic, particularly after the Berkeley snow lab reported a record-setting dry
streak. “This is also part of the question mark, because we’re seeing things we’ve never seen before.
And so we can’t say with certainty, ‘This is what it’s going to be.’”

Why the cost of water in San Diego has blown
past L.A., according to a new report

A December 2014 aerial view of the San Vicente Dam and reservoir.
(John Gibbins/San Diego Union-Tribune)

Critics question costly investments in desalination given declining
consumer demand. Supporters say long-term investments will bolster the
region against future drought.
BY JOSHUA EMERSON SMITH
FEB. 12, 2022 5 AM PT
San Diego is at the end of the pipeline when it comes to importing water from the Colorado River and
the Sacramento Bay Delta. So it’s no surprise its costs have exceeded those of Los Angeles and other
parts of Southern California.
However, a recent report from a leading expert finds there’s more behind the skyrocketing price of
water in the San Diego region, which over the last decade has seen wholesale rates increasingly outpace
neighbors to the north.
Plummeting demand coupled with a bevy of costly projects — from raising dams to a desalination plant
in Carlsbad — created a perfect storm that sent water rates soaring over the last decade, according to
a recent analysis by longtime environmental economist Michael Hanemann of Arizona State University.

Hanemann doesn’t fault the San Diego County Water Authority for its investments. He said the strategy
of the wholesaler, which serves 24 retail agencies, would look more prudent today had demand not
unexpectedly fallen by 40 percent since 2010.
Over the last decade multiple droughts in California have triggered mandatory conservation coupled
with a widely successful turf-rebate program. Demand across the state has decreased dramatically.
Most agencies didn’t see it coming.
As a result of selling less water, the Water Authority has had to hike rates to cover its annual expenses
— nearly 90 percent of which are fixed costs, including payments on $21 billion in debt, according to the
report.
“This infrastructure will get used,” Hanemann said. “Maybe it won’t get used as much as expected this
decade, but three decades from now, it will be used. The problem is timing.”
The Water Authority — which declined an interview request for this story — has maintained that its
investments were wise and ensure the region isn’t faced with crippling shortages during drought.
Critics have countered that the agency has, to its own detriment, ignored the plight of farmers and cashstrapped residents who are often more sensitive to cost than mandatory cutbacks. Now the region’s
high prices are likely driving increased conservation, and vise versa.
“Everyone missed that price has an impact on demands,” said Jack Bebee, general manager of Fallbrook
Public Utility District. “Eventually, there’s a point where people say, '$400 a month for a lawn isn’t worth
it.’ That’s still being overlooked.”
The Water Authority has repeatedly overestimated demand since 1995 — initially predicting regionwide
water use would reach 970,000 acre feet by 2020. Today, the region is using about half that, around
450,000 acre feet, down from a peak of roughly 740,000 acre feet in 2007.
Those skeptical of the Water Authority have questioned whether the agency overbuilt its system in a
somewhat misguided effort to insulate itself from the L.A.-based Metropolitan Water District of
Southern California.
Metropolitan provided 95 percent of San Diego’s water before a dustup over drought restrictions in the
early 1990s. Today, that figure is down to 11 percent, thanks to San Diego’s investments in desalination,
recycling and, most notably, a deal for Colorado River water with Imperial Irrigation District.
Ratepayers could have benefited from more collaboration between the two agencies, Hanemann said.
“The bad blood that has existed between Water Authority and Metropolitan has really been harmful to
the region.”
That has put the spotlight on the widening gap between what Water Authority and Metropolitan charge
for untreated water: now $1,474 an acre foot vs. $1,075 respectively, according to the report. (An acre
foot is enough water to cover an acre a foot deep, or 325,851 gallons.)

Part of that differential stems from San Diego’s particularly aggressive conservation, according to the
report. Metropolitan saw its demand drop by just 20 percent since 2010, half of the reduction
experienced by the Water Authority.
The other side of the equation is the Water Authority’s recent slate of capital projects, such as its
roughly 16-year, $1.5 billion effort to expand emergency storage, including the raising of San Vicente
Dam. Completed in 2014, the ambitious endeavor nearly doubled the capacity of the region’s primary
reservoir.

Reverse osmosis membranes being installed at the Poseidon desalination plant in Carlsbad as it approaches
completion in 2015. (Misael Virgen/San Diego Union-Tribune/Zuma Pre)

Highly focused on reliability, the wholesaler also inked a deal with Carlsbad-based Poseidon Water to
build a $1 billion desalination plant in its home town. Water Authority signed a 30-year contract to pay
for continuous supplies whether it needs them or not.
The cost for this desalinated water is an eye-popping $2,725 an acre foot. The report found that last
year the region could have shaved about $215 an acre foot off its wholesale cost for untreated water
had it not been obligated to purchase the desalinated water.
“Desal’s a boondoggle,” said Matt O’Malley, executive director and attorney for San Diego Coastkeeper,
who opposed the project from the beginning.
He and other environmental advocates urged the city of San Diego to embrace wastewater recycling
over desalination over a decade ago. Instead, city officials shelved what was then dubbed “toilet to tap,”
clearing the way for the deal with Poseidon.

In recent years, the city of San Diego has revived its sewage-recycling plan, under the name Pure Water.
However, with legacy investment like desalination far from paid off, many worry an all-of-the-above
strategy will create further financial hardship for ratepayers.
The report did find that the desalination plant gave Water Authority more leverage to negotiate with
state regulators over mandatory water cutbacks during the last drought. While rural, agricultural
districts haven’t been happy with that tradeoff, supporters say the increased reliability will be crucial as
climate change takes an ever greater toll on mountain snowpack.
“I think if the state were smart, it would probably build five to 10 desal plants up and down the state,”
said Jim Madaffer, a former San Diego City Councilman who serves on the Water Authority’s board.
“That would probably solve a lot of the problems.”

A supervisor walks through the membrane filtration columns at the Pure Water Demonstration Facility in San
Diego.(K.C. Alfred/The San Diego Union-Tribune)

Tom Kennedy, general manager of the heavily agricultural Rainbow Municipal Water District, couldn’t
disagree more. He said the Water Authority should have foregone the project, acknowledging the
emerging trends in long-term conservation and declining sales.
“Demands were going down but everyone said, ‘Oh, it’s the great recession,” he said. “They never look
at it as systemic. “Now the inflection point of reliability at any price is right here in front of us.”

That’s been especially true of the agricultural sector, which purchased about 98,000 acre feet of supplies
from the Water Authority in 2007. Farmer’s desire for water now hovers around 28,000 acre feet a year.
The agency still maintains hope that demand will eventually rise with population growth. It’s also
increasingly acknowledged the impact of rising rates, given the precarious economic conditions plaguing
many parts of the region. It recently formed a Financial Strategy Working Group. On Thursday, staff
made a presentation to members of the agency’s board.
Its approach focused on ways to publicly convey the relative affordability of tap water, comparing it to
everything from gasoline to milk. Several board members balked at the proposed messaging campaign,
saying the agency should be more focused on figuring out how to help struggling residents.
“While the cost of water may seem small compared to other areas, for folks living at the margins … they
may be prioritizing medical assistance, food, just having a roof over their heads,” said Ismahan
Abdullahi, who represents the city of San Diego on the Water Authority board.
Kennedy echoed that sentiment: “From a financial strategy, it should be, ‘What is it we can do to make
water more affordable?’ I hope as we go forward with this process, we can spend a little more time
looking inward.”
While the cost of water in San Diego is only expected to increase, L.A.’s rates could eventually catch up,
Hanemann said. That’s because Metropolitan has its own ambitious plans to invest in new wastewater
recycling and will eventually be required to help fund a long-envisioned overhaul of the Bay Delta’s
conveyance system, which is vulnerable to earthquake and sea-level rise.
Hanemann said it’s challenging for water officials to balance future demand against the need for
expensive new projects, which can require decades before coming to fruition.
“It’s the brutal economic fact of water supply: It’s not nimble,” he said.
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UNINTENDED CONSEQUENCES

CEQA is in need
of major reforms
By Chris Carr and Ken Broad

California is in a quagmire due in no small part
to the weaponization of CEQA, the California Environmental Quality Act. We are not providing the
physical infrastructure beﬁtting the world’s 5thlargest economy and leading crucible of innovation. Too often, critical projects don’t get built, or
are built only after long delays and cost overruns.
California, once the land of opportunity, is now
ranked dead last by US News and World Report on
that metric.
California is failing to provide and adequately
maintain basic infrastructure — roads, bridges,
rail, water, telecom and wildﬁre protection.
Schools, hospitals, housing and green energy projects all have been hampered by CEQA, which has
been weaponized by special interests to increase
costs and delay or stop construction altogether.
Infrastructure projects feature prominently in
CARR » PAGE 3
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Board of Supervisors sent
a 495-unit apartment project on a parking lot zoned
for housing and located
near public transit, back to
the drawing board, directing a redo of the project’s
1,129 page environmental
impact report. The board’s
action drew criticism from
housing activists, unions,
the mayor, and San Francisco’s state senator. The
San Francisco Building
and Construction Trades
Council secretary-treasurer offered that if opponents “or anyone else want
to buy the parcel and build
100% affordable housing,
good on them, but hurry,
because I’ve got families
with kids to feed.”
As recounted in the
“horror stories” section of
the PRI report, CEQA has
also regularly been weaponized to challenge construction of public schools

and hospitals. Programs
to reduce wildﬁre risks
have been delayed with potentially devastating consequences by threatened
or actual CEQA lawsuits.
Transportation projects
(including “green” plans
to add bike and carpool
lanes) have also faced lawsuits.
Even solar and wind
generation projects, which
reduce greenhouse gas
emissions and bring more
affordable and reliable renewable energy onto the
grid, have been hampered
by CEQA litigation. California must increase the
pace of renewable development over the next decade
if it is to achieve the clean
energy and climate change
mandates the state has set
for itself.
The Legislature has repeatedly come up short in
reforming CEQA to pro-

vide the infrastructure Californians need. It is long
past time to enact comprehensive reforms to address
California’s housing and
infrastructure challenges.
Reforms should start
with stopping special interests from proﬁting from
CEQA litigation. Requiring CEQA plaintiffs to disclose the source of contributions of more than $500
to fund litigation would
be a good start. Transparency requirements should
also be extended to beneﬁciaries of settlements. The
more sunshine, the better.
Requiring all CEQA suits
to be initially ﬁled in the
Courts of Appeal would
make some litigants think
twice before ﬁling and
encourage those courts
to consider whether the
“business as usual” ﬁling
of CEQA suits is desirable.
And the Legislature should

impose a moratorium on
dispensing CEQA exemptions for one-off projects
(in lieu of comprehensive
reforms).
Environmental review
under CEQA and building
infrastructure should not
be opposing ideas. Common-sense reforms will enable California to accomplish its environmental
goals while providing desperately-needed housing
and infrastructure.

Greenhut

housing developments
from CEQA’s onerous requirements.
Even Wiener doesn’t entirely get the point. “CEQA
is a very important environmental law that unfortunately sometimes is
used in ways that it wasn’t
intended,” he said. Well, it
is indeed used to “delay or
kill projects that are environmentally beneﬁcial —
like student housing.” But
it’s not a matter of “sometimes.” CEQA always lets
“stakeholders” ﬁle litigation to derail any project
for almost any reason.
In this case, Save
Berkeley Neighborhoods
sued UC in 2019, claiming the university’s plan
to house additional students harmed their neighborhood. As others have
noted, people who live
around a major university
and beneﬁt from its amenities are now upset that
they have to deal with the
downside of living near a
major university. It’s like

people who move to rural
areas and then complain
about the smells of cows
and the sounds of rumbling tractors.
NIMBYs will be
NIMBYs, but CEQA gives
them — and anyone else,
for that matter — the
standing to tie up proposed projects in court
and drive up the costs.
The group says it is “concerned about protecting
the unique character and
quality of life in the city of
Berkeley” — the character
and quality that emanate
almost entirely from it being a university town.
The group is dismayed
that many new students
are — perish the thought
— from out of state. The
community group’s solution is to limit enrollment
for these outsiders. Apparently, thousands of future
engineers, teachers and
social workers must give
up their plans because
a group of entitled community activists is tired

of having students live
in their neighborhoods
where they drive up the
cost of housing.
Never mind that “local opposition has also
stymied the university’s attempts at building
more student housing,”
as Connor Harris wrote
for City Journal. One of
the group’s leaders, Harris added, agreed that the
university needs to build
more student housing but
he didn’t seem to want
it “to build that housing
now.” He preferred that
UC instead build a satellite campus ﬁve miles
away in an industrial area
in a neighboring, less-afﬂuent city.
In its amicus letter
to the state high court,
the group inadvertently
touches on another abuse
of the CEQA process. It
notes that AFSCME, the
union that represents
many of the university’s
service workers, ﬁled one
of the challenges: “The

union members include
low paid workers who can
no longer afford housing
anywhere near the campus due to the high rental
market.” Yes, unions often ﬁle CEQA lawsuits to
leverage their wage demands.
I share the widespread
disgust at this lawsuit and
support exempting universities from CEQA’s provisions, but it’s time for California’s leaders to stop the
outrage every time the law
trips up one of their priority projects. Lawmakers
can’t actually be surprised
by this situation? Instead
of exempting speciﬁc projects, they need to reform
the law and ﬁx the problem for everyone.

ations, and UC Berkeley’s
ability to serve California students by meeting
the enrollment targets set
FROM PAGE 1
by the state of California,”
lenged the environmental the university explained
after announcing an apimpact of the university’s
housing-related expansion peal to the California Supreme Court.
plans.
The university is right,
Ironically, liberal UC
of course, and other state
officials may be comofficials echoed similar
ing around to the view
held by conservative busi- thoughts. “The state has a
profound interest in mainness leaders and critics, who have long argued taining — and strengthening — its exceptional systhat the law — signed in
tem of public higher edu1970 by Gov. Ronald Reagan — needs an overhaul. cation, with its focus on
Gov. Gavin Newsom might access and affordability,
come around, too. No one equity and innovation,”
wrote the state attorney
should be shocked by the
news. CEQA has routinely general’s office in an amderailed every type of con- icus letter.
State Sen. Scott Wiestruction project — allowner, the San Francisco
ing self-centered Californians to upend the dreams Democrat who has done
yeoman’s work standof others.
ing up to the “get off my
“If left intact, the
court’s unprecedented de- lawn” crowd that has limcision would have a devas- ited housing development
tating impact on prospec- throughout the state, introduced legislation to extive students, university
admissions, campus oper- empt public universities’
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Write Susan at Susan@
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SusanShelley.com
and
follow her on Twitter @
Susan_Shelley.

Chris Carr is chair of
the Environment and
Energy Practice Group at
Paul Hastings LLP and
is co-author of the new
PRI study “The CEQA
Gauntlet.” Ken Broad is
a founding member of
Jackson Square Partners
and a member of the
Board of Councilors of the
USC Dornsife Center for
the Political Future.

Steven Greenhut is
Western region director for
the R Street Institute and
a member of the Southern
California News Group
editorial board. Write to
him at sgreenhut@rstreet.
org.
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take
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ing for 219 acres bordered park and industrial land to the Chino Airport, Onby Eucalyptus Avenue to uses. This would allow up tario Ranch developments
the north,
Merrill Avenue
to to 5.3 million square feet as well as the Merrill ComDaily Bulletin
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ind gusts,
pallet yard

Officials
pushing
for rail
funding
Claremont, Montclair
seek state aid to
complete the L Line
By Steve Scauzillo
sscauzillo@scng.com

PHOTO BY LOUDLABS NEWS

the ﬁre agency doux Boulevard, with various
ﬁre departments assisting inﬁve ﬁre engines cluding those from Corona, Onthe scene, dous- tario, Hemet, Murrieta, Rivernd trying to pre- side, San Bernardino County
from kicking up and Orange County, Cal Fire/
Riverside said.
It was unclear what caused
reported at 8:12
00 block of Rubi- the ﬁre.

Fencing melted
and twisted
by the heat
of a greater
alarm pallet
fire as seen in
Jurupa Valley
on Monday. The
Sunday night
fire, fanned by
gusty winds,
also burned
a nearby
structure
March 1, 2022 11:32 am (GMT -8:00)
and several
vehicles.

Claremont and Montclair recently sent letters to Gov. Gavin
Newsom and legislators asking
for a sizeable chunk of the $46 billion state budget surplus to fund
a 3.2-mile extension of the L.A.
Metro light-rail line from Pomona
to their cities.
Both cities, as well as the board
overseeing the Glendora-to-Pomona extension of the L Line,
formerly known as the Gold Line,
have asked Newsom and key lawmakers for $748 million to build
the last leg of the project and push
the service past Claremont in L.A.
County to Montclair in San Bernardino County.
Cities along the project extension route, including Glendora, La
Verne, San Dimas and Pomona, as
well as Fairplex in Pomona, University of La Verne and Cal Poly
Pomona, are drafting similar letters of support, said Lisa Levy
Buch, spokesperson for the Metro
Gold Line Foothill Extension Construction Authority.
“I hope that the groundswell
of support in the region and beyond will help this project get
completed across the county line
to serve millions of commuters in
Los Angeles and San Bernardino
counties,” Claremont Mayor Pro
Tem Ed Reece, who chairs the
RAIL » PAGE 4

RIVERSIDE

2 ATV riders
shot to death
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Antonio Ave. in
city postpone the vote and tor of the Southern Cali- alternative plan, consist- front environmental isconsider a moratorium on fornia Agricultural Land ing of mini-farms and or- sues on a bigger stage,” the
Daily Bulletin
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future- industrial
uses, par- Foundation, was signed chards growing crops for groups wrote.

Rail
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Construction Authority
board, wrote in an email.
The push includes a letter from Claremont dated
Feb. 14, urging support,
as well as two letters from
Montclair, one dated Feb.
16 signed by Mayor John
Dutrey, and a second dated
Feb. 22 signed by Dutrey
and Mayor Pro Tem Bill
Ruh.
Adding the two stations
would generate more than
50% of the new ridership for
the electric-powered trolley
line, while eliminating 53%
of the car trips and 60% of
the vehicle miles traveled.
In total, the extension to
Montclair is expected to
add 7,700 new L Line boardings each weekday by 2028
and eliminate 14,900 car
trips each day, mostly from
the 210 and 10 freeways, the
letters said.
The train would become
an alternative to 3 million
vehicle trips that are made
each day in the Gold Line
corridor cities, of which
only 3% are made by transit, the officials said.
Montclair wrote that the
station to be built at the
city’s existing Montclair
TransCenter would allow
riders from a dozen bus
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lines and Metrolink passenger trains from San Bernardino to hop on the lightrail line that takes riders to
Pomona, La Verne, San Dimas, Glendora, Azusa, Irwindale, Duarte, Arcadia,
Pasadena and Los Angeles’
Chinatown, Downtown L.A.
and East L.A. The standard
cost of a ride is $1.75.
In addition, the Montclair L Line station would
be reachable by bicycle riders along the proposed San
Antonio Creek Channel
trail, a $112 million project
aimed at increasing ridership while reducing tailpipe pollution. The new
trail would connect with a
planned West Valley Connector project — a 19-mile
bus rapid transit system
with connections to Ontario International Airport
and Metrolink, the Montclair letter stated.
Besides providing a mass
transit option between their
two counties, Montclair and
Claremont are planning
housing projects along the
lines, so people can ride the
light-rail with minimal or
no driving trips. The two
cities combined have plans
for 10,000 housing units
near the Montclair and Claremont stations.
In north Montclair, the
city has seen construction
of 1,100 residential units
and has developer interest

in about 8,000 more within
a half-mile of the Montclair
TransCenter, the city said.
Montclair is attempting to
buy land from Caltrans at
the TransCenter for housing, including affordable
apartments.
The two cities, along
with the San Gabriel Valley
Council of Governments, as
well as state senators and
Assembly members from
both counties, have been
advocating for the crosscounty line for decades as
a way to connect commuters and weekend travelers
with a more frequent, less
expensive light-rail service
that could remove cars from
crowded east-west freeways.
But the environmentally
certiﬁed project hit a snag
in 2019 when rising materials and labor costs pushed
the project into the red and
truncated the foothill extension, ending it in north
Pomona and leaving out
Claremont and Montclair.
P r oje c t pr op onent s
missed an opportunity to
keep the project going in
October 2021, when an option on the contract with
Kiewit-Parsons Joint Partners ran out and state lawmakers and the governor
could not reach an agreement. At that time, the extension would have cost
about $540 million — a

considerable amount for the
distance. But with inﬂation
driving up the cost of materials and labor, the price
tag on the 3.2-mile extension has increased by more
than $200 million.
The new cost is $748 million and negotiations are
underway with the contractor for an extension to build
the project, should funding
become available, said Gold
Line Authority CEO Habib
Balian. But the portion in
San Bernardino County
would be covered by about
$90 million in set-aside
dollars from the San Bernardino County Transportation Authority, Buch said,
which would bring the total cost of the extension to
$838 million.
If funding becomes available by summer and the
contractor agrees to the
change-order, the line to
Claremont and Montclair
could be completed by 2027,
Balian said. If a new contractor must be found, a
new bidding process would
add another year and a half,
he added.
Either way, it all depends
on whether Sacramento
provides the money, something that may not be determined until the state budget is approved in June or
July.
“I think we stand a very
good chance,” Balian said.
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